THE VICTORIANS AND  AFTER
in the criticism, if ever he heard it, especially as regards the medieval affectations of the school We certainly admit it
The air blows pure for twenty miles
Over this vast countrie, Over hill and wood and dale it goeth,
Over steeple and stack and tree And there's not a bird on the wmg that knoweth
How sweet the meadows be
is a production by John L Tupper, which we may call typical of the school, since W M Rossetti's sooth is almost as silly, even though his manner is not quite so bad Nor was it so much D G Rossetti as others of the school who exhibited what they called "an entire adherence to the simplicity of art" This is what it led to in the hands of Thomas Woolner in his once famous poem "My Beautiful Lady",
I love my lady, she is very fair Her brow is white, and bound by simple hair, Her spirit sits alooi and high, Although it looks through her soft eye Sweetly and tenderly
and so on until we get
My lady's voice, altho' so very mild, Maketh me feel as strong wmc would a child,
a not very happy simplicity when you consider that strong wine would most likely make a child feel sick The naked lubberly young man is better than this, especially as Ros* setti's personifications were natural to him, and by no means a convention* It is true that "The House of Life" sonnet collection is a trifle "scented with poetry'% and that the scent is that of hothouse flowers; but some of the sonnets arc very good indeed, and they deal with a range of emotions which were a closed book to Browning,
But it is Christina Rossetti's achievement which is the highest "Goblm Market**, written in "dedoggerelised Skel-toruc" has something of earth in it, of earth mysteriously apprehended as it was in her brother's work;, but for the